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Reservists in Action

Provincial
Reconstruction
Team in
Afghanistan
Commanded by
a Naval
Reservist (FTS)
By Maj. Michael Evans

ne of the 12 Provincial Reconstruction Teams in
Afghanistan is commanded by a Naval Reservist (FTS),
CDR Kimberly Evans. She previously served as the
XO for the Naval Reserve Center in Louisville, KY. She is
currently assigned to Navy Personnel Command in Millington,
TN, and has been TAD to Afghanistan since October 2004.
After turning over the responsibility for the province of
Herat, Afghanistan, to the NATO (Italian) forces, she has
moved her team to Laghman, Afghanistan, where she will
establish an entirely new reconstruction effort.

O

Italian Col. Aldo Guaccio (left), incoming Commander of the
Herat PRT, shakes hands with U.S. Commander Kimberly
Evans, the outgoing Commander, after a handover ceremony in
Herat, Eastern Afghanistan, 31 March 2005. U.S. handover of
Herat Provincial Reconstruction Team to Italy comes as
NATO expands its security mission in the reemerging country.
(AP Photo by Tomas Munita)

This is a noteworthy and unusual aspect of the Naval
Reserve contribution to the joint war-fighting effort.,
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Reservists in Action

Newest NRA Life Member

CDR Tim Quinlan, our newest Life member, is shown here with The
Honorable Tom Hall during his visit to Kuwait.
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– Cont’d from page 23

ways to provide the highest quality of healthcare with the
most advanced technology to the greatest number of recipients
using various cost controlling measures. This is a daunting
task. There are no easy answers or solutions. We have
seen the methodology of providing health care change
significantly; yet within this change I do not see a degradation
of the humane, caring spirit and professionalism of today’s
physicians, nurses, or health care administrators falter.
Despite working longer hours, taking care of sicker patients,
today’s health care professionals make less money than their
predecessors. Yet, they are always there to take care of the
injured and ill from all walks of life 24 hours a day. The
compassionate human touch has not been lost as LT Inouye
has declared in her article.
Despite LT Inouye’s negative and fatalistic attitude
towards health care professionalism, the health care
providers of today are dedicated to continuous quality
improvement of their services and their professions. Why
else would we have required continuing medical education
and quality management committees? Those who cannot
and do not measure up to the mark are held accountable and
are required to obtain further training or experience by their
peers. Is it a perfect system? Probably not. Are we trying
to make it as perfect as possible? I believe so. While
Americans demand perfection, and most individuals strive
for perfection in some way, perfection may never be totally
achievable.
Contrary to LT Inouye’s perception of the health care
profession, which appears to be based on her single negative
experience, I firmly believe that our great nation enjoys the
highest quality of health care provided by the most caring,
highly trained, dedicated health care professionals.
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In the interview with Congressman Duncan Hunter
(published in the April edition of the Naval Reserve
Association News), the Congressman repeatedly attempts to
blame the systemic problems in the Department of Defense
on a previous administration for political purposes.
As representative of the American military, we are supposed
to be nonpartisan. Yet, the Naval Reserve Association has
allowed itself to be used as a platform for a political diatribe.
Is the Naval Reserve Association so gullible that
Congressman Hunter’s blatant political agenda went
unnoticed? Or, does this interview represent a descent into
politics by the Naval Reserve Association?

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________________________
Please print clearly or use address label.

H. V. Rhodes
Commander, USNR (Ret)
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